Arteriovenous malformation of the pyriformis muscle manifesting as a sciatic nerve tumor.
We present a patient with an intramuscular pelvic arteriovenous malformation that was initially diagnosed as a tumor of the sciatic nerve sheath. Endovascular embolization, attempted as a preoperative maneuver, was complicated by diffuse pulmonary emboli and death. To our knowledge, this is the first such reported case. Its presentation here broadens the differential diagnosis of sciatic nerve sheath tumors, emphasizes the diagnostic and management issues of masses presenting as peripheral nerve tumors, and provides clinicopathological evidence regarding the cause of neurological symptoms.